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Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 18-19, 2023 

5:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. 

 

AS WE GATHER 

This life can be more joyful than we imagine and more painful than we could ever 
imagine. In times of great pain, it is good to know that somehow, someway God will find a 
way to comfort us. Martin Luther wrote: “This is the rule, that cross and affliction always 
precede comfort. God does not comfort any unless they are sad, just as He also does not 
give life to any unless they are dead and does not declare any righteous unless they are 
sinners. For He creates everything out of nothing” (AE 2:345). In your moments of nothing, 
may you remember that God is creating something (and that something is good!)  
 
PRELUDE 
“In Silent Pain the Eternal Son” ............................................................. …Charles W. Ore 
“Drawn to the Cross Which This Has Blessed” ......................................... Herbert Gotsch 

“Prelude and Fugue in g minor, BWV 861” ...................................................... J. S. Bach 
 
THE BELL AND THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
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 The Gathering  
 

“Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed” ................................................ LSB 560 

 

 

 
 
 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. [Matthew 28:18-20] 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness. [Hebrews 10:22] 

 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 
 

Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that 
we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by 
thought, word, and deed. Therefore, we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 
seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, 
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; 
and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your 
will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we 
may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  [John 20:19-23] 
People: Amen. 
 

KYRIE (Lord, Have Mercy) Mark 10:47 
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 Service of the Word  

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and 
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and 
serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 42:14-21 

(The Lord turns darkness into light.) 

For a long time I have held my peace; 
 I have kept still and restrained myself; 
now I will cry out like a woman in labor; 
 I will gasp and pant. 
I will lay waste mountains and hills, 
 and dry up all their vegetation; 
I will turn the rivers into islands, 
 and dry up the pools. 
And I will lead the blind 
 in a way that they do not know, 
in paths that they have not known 
 I will guide them. 
I will turn the darkness before them into light, 
 the rough places into level ground. 
These are the things I do, 
 and I do not forsake them. 
They are turned back and utterly put to shame, 
 who trust in carved idols, 
who say to metal images, 
 “You are our gods.” 
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Hear, you deaf, 
 and look, you blind, that you may see! 
Who is blind but my servant, 
 or deaf as my messenger whom I send? 
Who is blind as my dedicated one, 
 or blind as the servant of the LORD? 
He sees many things, but does not observe them; 
 his ears are open, but he does not hear. 
The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, 
 to magnify his law and make it glorious. (ESV) 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL From Hebrews 12:2 

Pastor: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
People: the founder and perfector of our faith,  
 

Pastor: who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, 

People: and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.   
 

EPISTLE  Romans 5:1-8 

(God uses suffering for our good.) 
 

 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in 
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to 
us. 
 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will 
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare 
even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. (ESV) 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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RETURN TO GOD 
 

 
 

 
 

GOSPEL  John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(Jesus heals a man who had been born blind.) 
 

 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not 
that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 
We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one 
can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Having said these 
things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s 
eyes with the mud and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). 
So he went and washed and came back seeing.  
  

 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a 
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again 
asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, 
and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he 
does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such 
signs?” And there was a division among them. So they said again to the blind man, “What 
do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 
 They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast 
him out. 
 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe 
in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus 
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said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” He said, “Lord, I 
believe,” and he worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that 
those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.”  (ESV) 
 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

“In Silent Pain the Eternal Son” ........................................................................... LSB 432 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 1992 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001314 
Tune: © 1988, 1997 Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community, Scotland, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001314 
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SERMON  “Gospel Eyes or Worldly Eyes?” ................................................. Romans 5:1-8 
 
NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God,   Romans 10:10; Deuteronomy 6:4 
       the Father Almighty,   Matthew 6:9, Exodus 6:3 
 maker of heaven and earth   Genesis 1:1; John 1:1 
 and of all things visible and invisible.   Colossians 1:16 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  Romans 10:9 
 the only-begotten Son of God,   John 3:16; Matthew 16:16  

begotten of His Father before all worlds,   John 1:2 
 God of God, Light of Light,   John 17:22; John 8:12; John 1:1 
 very God of very God,   Colossians 2:9 
 begotten, not made,   John 1:2 
 being of one substance with the Father,   John 10:30 
 by whom all things were made;   Hebrews 1:2; John 1:3 
 who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary   Luke 1:34-35 
 and was made man;   John 1:14 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.   Mark 15:25; John 19:16-18 
 He suffered and was buried.   John 19:1-3; Luke 23:53 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures   1 Cor. 15:4; Lk 24:6 
 and ascended into heaven   Acts 1:9 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father.   Acts 7:55 
 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  

     Acts 10:42; Matthew 3:12 
 whose kingdom will have no end.   2 Peter 1:11 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,   John 14:26; Genesis 1:2; Acts 2:38 

 the Lord and giver of life,   Genesis 1:2; John 3:6 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,   John 15:26 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  

      Matthew 3:16-17; Luke 2:14 
 who spoke by the prophets.   Ezekiel 11:5; 2 Peter 1:20-21 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,   1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19-22 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,   Ephesians 4:5; Acts 2:38 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead   1 Cor 15:35-49; 1 Thess. 4:13-18 

 and the life  of the world to come. Amen.   Psalm 106:48 
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PRAYERS (After each portion of the prayers…) 
Pastor: Lord in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. Matthew 6:9-13 

 

OFFERING and SIGNING OF THE FELLOWSHIP BOOK (SUNDAY) 

(Please sign the red fellowship book located in your pew and pass it to your neighbor.) 
 

OFFERTORY (SUNDAY) Psalm 51:10-12 
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 The Lord’s Supper  

PREFACE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. Colossians 3:1 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. Psalm 136 

 
PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and singing: 
 

SANCTUS (Holy, Holy, Holy) Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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THE SACRED WORDS OF CHRIST 
 

PAX DOMINI (The Peace of the Lord) John 20:19 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you.  
 
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 

“Once Again” .................................................................................................... BOB 174 

Jesus Christ, I think upon Your sacrifice; You became nothing, poured out to death. 
Many times I’ve wondered at Your gift of life, and I’m in that place once again. 
I’m in that place once again. 

 

Chorus 
Once again I look upon the cross where You died. 
I’m humbled by Your mercy and I’m broken inside. 
Once again I thank You, once again I pour out my life. 

 

Now You are exalted to the highest place,  
King of the heavens, where one day I’ll bow. 
But, for now, I marvel at this saving grace, and I’m full of praise once again. 
I’m full of praise once again. 

 

Chorus 
 

Thank You for the cross. Thank You for the cross. Thank You for the cross, my Friend. 
Thank You for the cross. Thank You for the cross. Thank You for the cross, my Friend. 

 

Chorus 
 

“Glory Be to Jesus” .............................................................................................. LSB 433 

1 Glory be to Jesus, Who in bitter pains 
Poured for me the lifeblood From His sacred veins! 

 

2 Grace and life eternal In that blood I find; 
Blest be His compassion, Infinitely kind! 

 

3 Blest through endless ages Be the precious stream 
Which from endless torment Did the world redeem! 

 

4 Abel’s blood for vengeance Pleaded to the skies; 
But the blood of Jesus For our pardon cries. 

 

5 Oft as earth exulting Wafts its praise on high, 
Angel hosts rejoicing Make their glad reply. 

 

6 Lift we, then, our voices, Swell the mighty flood; 
Louder still and louder Praise the precious blood! 

 
 Text: Public domain 
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NUNC DIMITTIS (Song of Simeon) Luke 2:29-32 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

Pa0stor: Let us pray. 
Blessed are You, almighty God, for by You we have been fed and nourished 
with the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Strengthen us through this 
Holy Meal in faith toward You and in caring love toward one another. With 
Your loving grace, hear our prayers and grant all that is best for us according 
to Your caring will. Grant us Your abiding peace as we await Your eternal 
kingdom. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you.  
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26 

People: Amen. 
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“Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” .............................................................................. LSB 423 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SILENT PRAYER AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE  “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” .................................................. Keith Kolander 
 

Scripture copied from BibleGateway.com and Lutheran Service Builder. Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version 
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Some liturgical elements from Creative Worship 
for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012961. Collect texts and hymn texts are reprinted from Lutheran Service Book © 2006. 
 

Reaching the lost and encouraging the found with the saving grace of Jesus Christ 


