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WELCOME TO ST. MATTHEW 

We’re glad you’re here! Worship bulletins with larger print are available, as well 

as copies of our weekly newsletter, The Bridge Builder. Children are always 

welcome in worship. Should the need arise, there is a nursery and restroom on the 

lower level which are accessible from the back of the church.  

 

FOR OUR GUESTS REGARDING COMMUNION 

As we receive the Lord’s Supper in this church, we joyfully confess that our Lord 

gives us His body and blood, with the bread and wine, for the forgiveness of our 

sin. Also, we believe that when a person communes at an altar, he or she is 

confessing unity with the teachings of that church. Therefore, we welcome 

members of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and respectfully ask members of 

other Christian denominations to speak with Pastor before communing with us. At 

the same time, all are welcome to come to the altar with us and to receive a 

blessing, for the forgiveness of Jesus is also yours. Please indicate this as your 

intention by crossing your arms over your chest.  

 

AS WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP  

“Good news; the adoption is final. You are part of the family!” Sweet words for an 

orphaned heart. Except you and I were never orphaned in the eyes of God. No, we 

were far worse off than that. Rather than growing up without a parent, we were 

being raised under the devilish thumb of fear. Not orphans, but slaves to evil. 

Which makes the Gospel even sweeter. In Christ, your fate has been reversed. You 

are no longer a slave, and you have been given a family. The Word of God in 

worship today declares your home is with Christ who welcomes you as brother and 

fellow heir. May today be a rich reunion as you gather among your fellow sisters 

and brothers in the family of God! 

 

LITURGY 

During the month of July we will be using Divine Service, Setting One. 

 

PRELUDE 

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” .................................................... Keith Kolander 

“Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” ............................... Gordon Young 

“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” ........................................ Benjamin M. Culli 

 

THE BELL AND THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
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 The Gathering  

WELCOME 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

OPENING HYMN 

“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”  .................................................. LSB 594 
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Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001314 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Matthew 28:18-20 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen.            John 20:19-23 
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 Service of the Word  

 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   

“Gloria in Excelsis” (Glory to God in the Highest) 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for 

our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 

hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 55:10–13   
     (The Lord’s powerful Word sets His people free in joy and singing.) 

 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” (ESV) 

 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 65:9-13 antiphon: verse 5 

 

   
 
Cantor: 5By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, 

  O God of our sal | vation, 

 The hope of all the ends of the earth 

  And of the | farthest seas; 

People: 9You visit the earth and water it; 

 you greatly enrich it; 

 the river of God is full of | water;* 

 you provide their grain, 

 for so you have pre- | pared it. 

Cantor: 10You water its furrows abundantly, 

 settling its | ridges,* 

softening it with showers, 

 and bless- | ing its growth. 

People:: 11You crown the year with your | bounty;* 

 your wagon tracks overflow with a- | bundance. 

Cantor:       12The pastures of the wilderness | overflow,* 

              the hills gird them- | selves with joy  

People:     13the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 

                         the valleys deck them- | selves with grain,* 

                         they shout and sing together | for joy.,  

Cantor:   By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, 

  O God of our sal | vation, 

  The hope of all the ends of the earth 

  And of the | farthest seas; 

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

         and to the Holy | Spirit; 

  as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

         is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 8:12–17 

     (Set free by the Spirit, believers are challenged to recognize their adoption into 

the family of God.) 

 
     12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh.   13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you 
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put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit 

of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back 

into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 

“Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 

Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with 

him. (ESV) 

  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

 

ALLELUIA John 6:68 

 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23  
     (Jesus shares and interprets His story of the lavish sower and the harvest He 

seeks.) 

 
     That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great 

crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole 

crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A 

sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the 

birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 

not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of 

soil, 6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they 

withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some 

sixty, some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear. . . . 

     18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 
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has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for what 

was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 

receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and 

when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls 

away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, 

but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it 

proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears 

the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” (ESV) 

  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” ..................... LSB 707 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON  

 

Stand 

 

NICENE CREED  

 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 



10 
 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

      

 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

        and ascended into heaven 

       and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and    

the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

    And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the Lord and giver of life, 

      who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

      who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

    glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

    

   And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

      I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

       and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (After each portion of the prayers …) 

Pastor: Lord in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

(Refer to The Bridge Builder for the complete Prayer List) 

 

Sit 

 
OFFERING and SIGNING OF THE FELLOWSHIP BOOK  

(Please sign the fellowship book located in your pew and pass it to your neighbor.) 
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OFFERTORY  

“Almighty God, Your Word is Cast” ......................................... C. S. Lang 

 

 The Lord’s Supper  

Stand 
 

PREFACE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. Colossians 3:1 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. Psalm 136 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary… evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS (Holy, Holy, Holy) Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



12 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen.             Matthew 6:9-13 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PAX DOMINI (The Peace of the Lord) John 20:19 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

We share the peace of the Lord. 

 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                                                        John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” ........................................... LSB 641 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001314 
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“Almighty God, Your Word is Cast” .................................................. LSB 577 
 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 The Sending  

 

Stand 

 

THANK THE LORD 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

Pastor: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that 

for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and 

we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts 

and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to 

serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

People: Amen.   Numbers 6:24-26 

 

Sit 
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CLOSING HYMN 

“Onward Christian Soldiers” ................................................ LSB 662 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

POSTLUDE 

“Onward Christian Soldiers” ............................... Raymond H. Haan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Scripture copied from BibleGateway.com and Lutheran Service Builder. Scripture taken from 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Some liturgical elements from Creative Worship for the 

Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission.  LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012961. Collect texts and 

hymn texts are reprinted from Lutheran Service Book © 2006. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


